MEDICATION INFO

*****We can never be over informed*****
Generic name:
Bupropion

Commercial name:
Wellbutrin

Indications:
Bupropion is part of the antidepressant family. It is used for the treatment of depression. It intervenes with the natural chemical balance of our brains.


One must wait several weeks before feeling the full effect of this medication.  Doctors can recommend this medication to help stop smoking (Zyban). If you have questions about this subject, ask your doctor.

Counter-indications and cautions:

Do not stop taking this medication without  consulting your doctor.

This medication is not recommended if the patient :

-Takes other bupropion medication

-Has convulsion troubles

-Suffers or has suffered from bulimia or anorexia

-Has taken MAO inhibitors: phenelzine or tranylcypromine, over the last 2 weeks.

-Is taking thioridazine (antipsychotic)

-Is under the effect of alcohol or sedatives

-Is allergic to bupropion or one of its medical ingredients.

Side effects:
The following secondary effects can vanish after the patient becomes accustomed to the medication. Please consult your doctor if they persist or become  uncomfortable.

Most frequent

-Increased sweating

-Dry mouth

-Constipation

-Abdominal pains

-Dizziness

-Insomnia

-Nausea or vomiting

-Loss of appetite

-Weight loss

-Trembling

Less frequent

-Alteration in sense of taste

-Frequent need to urinate

-Muscle pains

-Sore throat

-Rapid of irregular heart beat

-Irregular sentiment of well-being

-Drowsiness

-Blurred vision

Consult your doctor if the following side effects appear:

-Agitation

-Anxiety

-Skin irritation, rash, or itchiness

-Intense headaches

-Ringing in the ears

Overdose symptoms:

-Accelerated heart beat

-Convulsion crisis

-Hallucinations

-Nausea

-Loss of consciousness

-Vomiting

Other side effects that are not mentioned above can also appear in certain people.  Consult your doctor if a symptom worries you during your treatment.

Precautions and cautions for this medication:

Identical medication:  Wellbutrin and Zyban contain the same active ingredient (bupropion).  If we take one of these medications we should not take additional product containing bupropion because the risk of convulsions increases with the dose.

Cardiac Illness: No data permits us to affirm the safeness of bupropion in people with either a past history or recent heart attack, or an unstable cardiac illness.

Liver Illness: Bupropion passes through the kidney and liver to be eliminated, so it is highly recommended to give this medication in a reduced dosage for people suffering from liver and kidney illnesses.  Bupropion is not recommended for people suffering from a grave liver illness, except if the advantages out weight the risks.

Agitated or suicidal behavior: Adults and children taking this medication can feel agitation (anxiety, nervousness, aggressiveness, abnormal emotional behavior) or the need to hurt other people.  These symptoms can appear several weeks after the start of treatment.  One must closely follow patients  after detecting strange emotional behavior.

Stoppage of medication: The sudden stoppage of medication can provoke side effects.  If you feel the need to stop taking the medication, consult your doctor.

Drowsiness or reduced vigilance: People who take bupropion must avoid using heavy machinery or drive a car before being sure that the medication doesn’t alter their vigilance, judgment or physical coordination.

Convulsion risk: Bupropion must be used with caution by people who present a risk of convulsions. this risk is present in the following cases:

-Abrupt weaning (alcohol, other sedatives)

-Cocaine addiction

-Diabetes

-Alcohol abuse

-Traumatic cranial injury or epilepsy (past history of convulsions)

-Brain or marrow tumors

-Use of other medications increases convulsion risk

-Use of stimulants sold without prescription

Pregnancy: Harmfulness of bupropion during pregnancy has not been established.  We report that undesirable effects can appear to newly born babies whose mother has taken medications during the last trimester of pregnancy.  Doctors and pregnant women must evaluate with caution the advantages and risks of all treatment options.

Breast feeding: Bupropion is present in maternal milk. Because of this nourishing risk, we must choose between stopping breast feeding or stopping bupropion, all in counting the importance of the medication for the mother.

Children: No harmfulness of usefulness of bupropion in children under 18 years has been established. The use of this medication in teenagers under 18 years old can cause behavior and emotional changes, such as suicidal thoughts and tendencies.

source: www.sante.conoe.com













