MEDICATION INFO

*****We can never be over informed*****

Generic name: 
Imipramine Chlorohydrate 

Commercial name: 
Tofranil

Identification: 
Antidepressant

THERAPEUTIC EFFECTS

For the calming of depression symptoms. Can be used in a temporary way to reduce inconsistent urine in children 5 years and older and in patients who have frequent urinations during the day.

COUNTER-INDICATIONS

During the acute phase of healing after a heart attack and in the presence of acute insufficient cardiac  congestion, in the presence of lesions on the liver or kidneys, glaucoma.  This medication should not be administered with an IMAO (another type of  antidepressant), nor within 14 days preceding or following an IMAO treatment.

CAUTIONS

Convulsions, must be administered with extreme caution in patients with a past history of convulsive  troubles.  Using Tofranil and electroshocks can be dangerous and must be limited in patients, cardio-vascular risks.  One must use caution when  administering this medication to patients suffering from hyperthyroidism.  This medication must be kept in a secure place, out of reach of children.

MEDICATION INTERACTIONS

Can accentuate effects of alcohol, other antidepressants of the central nervous system (barbiturates, benzodiapine, or general anesthetics.

UNDESIRABLE  SIDE EFFECTS

Trembling, dizziness, headaches, numbness, fatigue, drowsiness, insomnia, memory loss, nervousness, agitation, nightmares, dry mouth, constipation, hot flashes, increase or decrease of libido, erectile dysfunction, skin irritation, rashes.

DOSAGE

A period of days or weeks can pass before any therapeutic response appears.  The initial dosage for adults is 25 mg., 3 times a day, the doctor can increase the daily dose gradually according to the needs and tolerance - up to 150 mg. a day.  Doses of more than 200 mg. a day are not recommended.

Source: Taken from Compendium des produits pharmaceutiques 1997 (in French) (Resume of specialized pharmaceutical products, 1997).

A BOOK TO HELP SELF-HEALING

A true mini-bible of health: more than 265 medical problems and 1500 tested remedies.  Who could ask for more? For each symptom (from warts to sinus to nausea) we find an explanation and several suggested treatments, all with commentary from doctors and specialists.

Symptoms, causes and cures – how to understand and treat a multitude of health problems, (in French) Les Editions Modus Vivendi, 1998, 754 p., $37.95.













