MEDICATION INFO

*****We can never be over informed*****
Generic name:
Fluphenazine Decanoate

Commercial name:

Modecate
Identification:
Antipsychotic, neuroleptic

Indications and therapeutic effects

Used as a long term preparation for the maintenance treatment of chronic, non agitated schizophrenics who have been stabilized by neuroleptics and who could benefit from an injectable medication with prolonged action. The change in medication needs to maintain similar clinical effects to the preceding treatment, or be better than it.  The neuroleptic change must be made gradually and under constant surveillance during the adjustment period so as to lower the risk of an overdose.

The onset of this product usually takes 24 to 72 hours after the injection and the medication effects on the psychotic symptoms are usually felt after 48 to 96 hours. The amelioration of symptoms appears in long term patients, the smallest dose and the shortest length of treatment that produce satisfying clinical reactions should be foreseen.  The need of an interrupted treatment should be reevaluated periodically every 1 to 8 weeks, then in an average of every 3 to 4 weeks.

We observe a large variety of individual reactions to this late fluphenazine.  In this way, its use in managing treatment requires strict surveillance.

Counter-indications

Not recommended for sick people receiving high levels of hypnotics, because of the possibility of high potency. Both products are not recommended in comatose patients or sick people suffering from grave depression, liver troubles, kidney or cardiovascular problems.

There can be a weight change, menstrual irregularities, false pregnancy test results, erectile difficulties and increased libido in women.

Recommended Dosage

The recommended initial dose is from 2.5 to 12.5  mg. An initial dose of 12.5 mg. is usually well tolerated.

The interruption of neuroleptic oral medication that can be prolonged for one week - is advisable before the first week of injectable Fluphenazine treatment.

The subsequent dose adjustments are made according to the clinical circumstances and the sick person’s reaction.

The effect of a dose of 25 mg. or less every 2 to 3 weeks is generally enough to control the symptoms.  The effect of an injection usually lasts 2 to 3 weeks.  However, it sometimes happens that this effect is prolonged up to 4 weeks or more.

When the appropriate dose is determined, one must exercise a constant surveillance and reevaluate the regular treatment so to avoid further dose adjustments. In this way we are assured of administering to the patient the necessary minimal dose so as to avoid any undesirable side effects.













