MEDICATION INFO

*****We can never be over informed*****

Commercial name: 
Mellaril

Generic name: 
Thiridazine Chlorhydrate

Identification: 
Tranquilizer, antipsychotic, neuroleptic

THERAPEUTIC  EFFECTS:

General medicine: 
Anxiety, tension, state of mixed depression and anxiety, insomnia. 

Geriatrics: 
Confusion and senile agitation, anxiety and mixed anxiety and depression, insomnia.  

Pediatrics:   Anxiety, tension, concentration difficulties, insomnia, behavior problems like agitation, hyperactivity or aggression. 

Psychiatry: Multiple symptoms characteristic of mental affections, anxiety, tension, agitation, depressive moods, and sleep troubles.

Mellaril is particularly useful in chronic psychotics, in old-aged people suffering from agitation, anxiety, in alcohol weaning period for calming anxiety symptoms, agitation, hostility or hallucination, in  children who present grave behavior problems.

COUNTER-INDICATIONS
In patients who have a past record of hypersensitivity to phenothiazines and in people who present a grave depression of the central nervous system or in any comatose state, a grave cardiovascular disease.

Prudence is necessary in patients with acute glaucoma, prostate hypertrophy, or a cardiovascular disease,  hypertension.

In the presence of a liver disease, periodic hepatitis surveillance is necessary.

OTHER PRECAUTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND

-A weakening of reflexes can occur with higher doses and at the beginning of treatment

-Do not administer to pregnant women or women who are breast-feeding.

MEDICATION INTERACTIONS
It can happen that Mellaril raises the effects of antidepressant on the central nervous system. The co-usage of lithium can aggravate the extra-pyramidal symptoms and the neuroleptic toxicity.

OTHER UNDESIRABLE EFFECTS TO BE  CONSIDERED

Drowsiness, sedation, confusion, hyperactivity, lethargy, vertigo and headaches, risk of dyskinesia during or at the end of treatment, higher risk in women, dryness of the mouth, gastric irritation, nausea, constipation or diarrhea, libido modification, weight variation, erection and ejaculation trouble, urinary troubles, skin reactions

DOSAGE

From 30 to 800  mg./day in 2 to 4 times a day:

· 30-75  mg. 
= light intensity troubles

· 50-200 mg. 
= moderate intensity troubles

· 150-400 mg. 
= ambulatory treatment

· 200-800 mg. = grave intensity in hospital

Like all other psychiatric medications it is highly un-recommended to stop using Mellaril quickly.  If you need to stop using it, consult your doctor.  It is your responsibility to help and support yourself in this step.

Source: Taken from Compendium des produits pharmaceutiques 1997 (in French) (Resume of specialized pharmaceutical products, 1997).













